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EORYPHAIOS OF WOMEN

Noticing for the first time the Chorus of Men, siill busy at
their firepols, she cuts off a member of her Chorus who
seems about to continue the song.

Hold it. What have we here? You don’t catch true-blue
patriots red-handed, These are authentic degencrates,
male, taken in flagrante,

EORYPHAIOS OF MEN

Qops, Female troops. This could be upsetting,
I didn’t expect such a flood of reserves.

EORYPHAIOS OF WOMEN

Merely a spearhead,
If our numbers stun you, watch that yellow streak
spread. We represent just one percent of one percent of
This Woman'’s Army.

KORYPHAIOS OF MEN

Never been confronted with such backtalk. Can’t atlow
it. Somebody pick up a log and pulverize that brass.
: Any volunteers?

There are none among the male chorus.
KORYPHAIOS OF WOMEN

Put down the pitchers, girls. If they start waving that
lumber,
- we don't want to be encumbered,

ECRYPHAIOS OF MBN

Look, men, a few sharp jabs
will stop that jawing. It never fails.
' The poet Hipponax
swears by it.*
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Still no volunteers, The Koryphaios of Wonien advances.
KORYPHAIOS OF WOMEN

Then step right up. Have a jab at me,
Free shot.

KORYPHAIOS OF MEN

Advancing reluctantly to meet her.

Shut up! L'l peel your pelt, I'll pit your pod.

KORYFHAIOS OF WOMEN
The name is Stratyllis. I dare you to lay one finger on me.
KORYPHAIOS OF MEN
T'll lay on you with a fistful, Er—any specific threats?
EORYPHAIOS OF WOMEN -

Earnestly.

I'll crop your lungs and reap your bowels, bite by bile,
and leave no balls on the body for other bitches to

gnaw.*
KORYPHAIOS OF MEN
Retreating hurriedly.

Can't beat Buripides for insight, And I quote:
No creature's found

so lost to shame as Woman.* ) ]
Talk about realist playwrightsl

KORYPHAIOS OF WOMEN

Up with the water, ladies. Pitchers at the ready, placel
KORYPHAIOS OF MEN

Why the water, you sink of iniquity? More sedition?
KORYPHAIOS OF WOMEN

Why the fire, you walking boneyard? Self-cremation?
KORYPHAIOS OF MEN

1 brought this fire to ignite a pyre and fricassee your
friends.
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